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candidate’ s ‘FFF: 


by Marco Patrone 


happ 


Brampton-East NDP candidate Gurratan Singh (left) is seen holding a sign insulting cops during a protest in 2006, as seen in this 
archive photo. Peel Police Association president Adrian Woolley (right) says the photo is “concerning”. 


It may have happened 12 years ago 
but Brampton NDP candidate Gur- 
ratan Singh should’ve known better 
than to hold up a sign saying ‘F**k the 
Police’, says union head Adrian Wool- 
ley. 

“T don’t care, from 12 years ago, you 
know the difference between right and 


Meet the candidates here in Peel, 


ONTARIOPC 


wrong and that’s something that in my 
mind, is absolutely wrong,” Woolley 
told Peel Weekly News. 

“Certainly when I see someone with 
a sign that says F**k the police, it cer- 
tainly doesn’t instil confidence in our 
politicians, if they’ve got those views,” 
said Woolley, President of the Peel Re- 


gional Police Association. The photo 
makes it clear, Singh held extremely 
negative views of the police. 
“Obviously, it’s right there in black 
and white, an extremely strong mes- 
sage. It’s concerning for my mem- 
bers.” said Woolley. 
Continued on Pg 3 
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media voice alive here in Peel. | 
“Peel needs another Media Voice” 


Many of you have asked over the past year how you can 
help build another unique voice in Peel Region. We have 
set up a method for those of you that wish to donate 
and help support local media. 


Just click our link below to donate 


an? 


Sf, gofundme me SA 
media Sree media 


Some of you have asked how much a news service is worth? 
Discussions over the past year have shown us that 
$2 per month is a reasonable subscription model. 
Funds will be used for our unique delivery system 
which brings you pop-out stories, linkable ads, video 
and audio, as well as continuing to bring you the 
very best in local content. 


For more information, please contact 
publisher@peeldailynews.com 
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Horwath refuses to dump Singh over anti-police sign 


Continued from Pg 1 


The Brampton East candi- 
date admits he attended a 
public protest in 2006, and 
was photographed holding a 
sign attacking police with a 
vulgar obscenity. 

“I apologize unreservedly 
to police officers, their fam- 
ilies and the policing com- 
munity. I deeply respect the 
sacrifices police officers 
make in service of justice 
and public safety, and real- 
ize the importance of com- 
munity-building with 
officers,” Singh said after 
the photo surfaced. 

Not surprisingly, mem- 
bers of Peel’s 2,900 member 
strong police union have ex- 
pressed their dismay, but 
Woolley says his members 
will continue to do their jobs 
like professionals. 

“T have received numer- 
ous texts and numerous pic- 
tures, people are not exactly 
happy with the NDP candi- 
date for the area. They’re 


certainly not going to take 
matters into their own 
hands,” he said. 

NDP Leader Andrea Hor- 
wath is standing by her can- 
didate, who is the brother of 
federal NDP Leader Jag- 
meet Singh. 

"Gurratan has turned his 
life around since his early 
20s when he was holding 
that sign," she said. "He, in 
fact, then went to law school 
and now actually upholds 
the law and the justice sys- 
tem as opposed to rallying 
against it." 

Woolley says he “ab- 
solutely” will give Singh the 
“benefit of the doubt,” his 
apology is sincere. He says 
he’d “love to see Singh reach 
out to us,” but describes 
both brothers as ‘anti-po- 
lice’. 

“He and his brother are 
anti-police, anti-carding, 
and we've seen how that 
worked out. How many 
homicides have we had in 
the GTA in the last three 


days? How many shootings 
have they had in Toronto? 
How many homicides have 
there been in Peel? We’ve 
had two in the last three 
days. The crime rate is out 
of control,” he said. 

“With the NDP and Liber- 
als wanting to privatize 


policing, it’s 
certainly not a_ police 
friendly atmosphere out 
there for us. We know that 
there’s a difficult job to do. 
We do it everyday because 
that’s what we signed up to 
do, protect the community. 
It certainly makes it more 


difficult to do that if the 
politicians are against us as 
well.” 

The NDP Leader recently 
found herself defending a 
second Peel Region candi- 
date. Mississauga-Centre 
NDP candidate Laura 
Kaminker said she would 


not wear a poppy on Re- 
membrance Day Bacausk it’s 
a “ritual of war glorifica- 
tion,” but added she would 
support a “a war on Christ- 
mas.” 

Horwath said it was a 
freedom of speech issue and 
welcomes diverse opinions. 


Investigation continues into IED attack at Mississauga restaurant 


by Alex Gregory 


The investigation into the 
IED that detonated at a Mis- 
sissauga restaurant last week 
is continuing, with Peel Police 
suggesting that a female sus- 
pect is not out of the realm of 
possibility. 

“We're just not precluding 
that it may be a woman," Su- 
perintendent Rob Ryan said 
during a press conference 
Tuesday afternoon to give 
more details regarding the ex- 
plosive device that was deto- 
nated at the Bombay Bhel 
restaurant, located near the 
corner of Hurontario and 
Eglinton, late Thursday 
evening. 

Two suspects, who were clad 
in dark clothing and covered 
their faces with balaclavas, en- 
tered the restaurant and 
placed the device, then fled be- 
fore it detonated. 

Approximately 30 patrons 
were inside the restaurant at 


the time, and 15 were injured, 
three critically, as a result of 
the explosion. All of the in- 
jured victims have since been 
released from hospital. 

Ryan said that the suspects 
ran eastbound after fleeing the 
restaurant along Armdale Rd., 
then cut through a construc- 
tion side onto the intersection 
at Forum and Thornwood 
Drive before a canine unit lost 
their trail. 

Though Peel Police’s crime 
lab unit wrapped up its inves- 
tigation Sunday evening, the 
restaurant will remain closed 
until further notice. Ryan said 
that the perpetrators will be 
punished to the fullest extent 
of the law. 

"We know there are people 
who know who did this, and 
it's time for them to come for- 
ward," said Ryan, who ex- 
plained that the crime lab unit 
has recovered surveillance 
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video that shows the suspects 
fleeing from the scene of the 
crime, though they are still 
processing it for clues. 

The bombing spurred a 
wave of uncertainty and con- 
fusion, with some media out- 
lets suggesting that the 
incident was a terrorist attack 
or hate crime. 

In a statement released ear- 
lier this week, the Ontario 
Gurdwaras Committee (OGC), 
which represents Sikh inter- 
ests in the province, issued a 
public statement condemning 
the attack and its potential im- 
pact on the community. 

The statement was critical of 
Indian media outlets who had 
publicized misinformation 
about the incident, as well as 
the Indian Consulate of 
Toronto, which it says over- 
stepped its bounds by offering 
a hotline to receive news tips 
about the bombing. 


\ 9878 Dixle'Road, Braripton—§ 


The incident was also con- 
demned on social media, with 
friends and family of the af- 
fected residents offering their 
sympathies. 

In a statement on Facebook, 
the family of Bombay Bhel 
owner Mohan Nagpal released 
a statement expressing relief 
that no one was killed in the 
explosion, and that “words 
cannot express how our hearts 
go out to those families.” 

Mississauga Mayor also 
spoke about the incident, say- 
ing that it “is not the Missis- 
sauga I know... this is an 
unspeakable and_ senseless 
crime perpetrated against in- 
nocent people in a restaurant, 
a place they should feel safe.” 

Police are still looking to 
speak to anyone who may 
have been in the restaurant or 
in the area at the time of the 
incident, or anyone who has 
dashcam or other video that 


may help the investigation. 
A task force tip line has also 
been set up to handle the in- 


vestigation, and can be ac- 
cessed by calling 1-866-966- 
0616. 


Photo Courtesy of Peel Police 
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MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 
Will you or social media decide who wins this June? 


by Peter Whitaker 


Wouldn't life be wonderful 
if we just listened to the facts 
and not all the Social Media 
chatter? 

Those of you on Facebook 
and Twitter had a firsthand 
look at how social media can 
inform and destroy at the 
same time during the 2016 
U.S. election. When it comes 
to elections and the candi- 
dates, nothing is off limits on 
social media. 

As we saw in 2016, and 
now this year, we're finding 
daily video presentations fo- 
era on how terrible the 
party leaders on just how ter- 
rible they are, or how they 
will make things worse if they 
are elected. 

If that’s the case, why 
should we even bother to 
show up on election day and 
vote? 

uite frankly, I’m fed up. I 
still have not made my mind 
up, and am having a hard 
time based on what I’m bein 
subjected to on social media! 

Facts are even harder to 


find when the leaders meet 
up face-to-face on debates. 

Whenever they dig into 
their pockets to criticize one 
another, they look straight at 
social media and cite some- 
thing put there by God- 
knows-who. 

How do you cut through 
the “Bullshit” and get to the 
facts? 

My reasoning: I’m prefer- 
ring to watch individual lead- 
ers when they speak. I can 
decide for myself what their 
temperament is, whether 
they are truthful or not and 
their level of honesty, I will 
keep monitoring them right 
aly until the day before the 
election and make my deci- 
sion then. 

In South Mississauga 
alone, there are seven candi- 
dates on the ballot, including 
the 3 main parties, Green, 
Libertarian, None of the 
Above and Go Vegan. Theyre 
all fine people, but that’s a lot 
of choices to consider. 

Common sense generally 


narrows it down to one or 
two parties, but the incum- 
bents and their record in the 
community does count. 

In my area, this will be a 
tough decision. While one 
candidate may not look the 
best today, there are still 9 
days to go and anything could 
happen. 

an one vote make a differ- 
ence? 

Every vote counts - the 
aed we don’t want to 

ave here in Peel is voter ap- 
athy. We need all eligible vot- 
ers to get out to the polls and 
cast their vote. 

Peel Region has been iden- 
tified by major Canadian 
media as a real hotspot for all 
the parties. Whoever does 
well in the Region could pos- 
sibly wind up running the 
province for the next four 
years. 

Peel Weekly News will con- 
tinue to bring major election 
coverage up through early 
June. 

You vote and you decide! 


Higher taxes on top earners won't cost jobs, says NDP 


by Marco Patrone 


Higher taxes on those mak- 
ing $220,000 a year and up 
won't push investment out of 
the province, says Nikki 
Clarke, NDP candidate for 
the riding of Mississauga- 
Malton. 

“It’s very simple,” said 
Clarke in an interview with 
Peel Weekly News, “we're 
just asking the wealthiest to 
pay their fair share. There’s a 
minority of people with a lot 
of money and our priority is 
people first.” 

Clarke, whose party has 
been sues in the polls, is 
promising a long list of fresh 
entitlements if they’re elected 
to govern on June 7. 

“People ask me that all the 
time, how are we poing to get 
the money for all the things 
we're offering like free dental 
for people making $30,000 
and under. How are we going 
to be paying for free daycare 
for pak making $40,000 
and under, and if they make 
more, it’s only $12 a day per 
child.” 

If elected, the NDP is going 
add another 2% increase in 
taxes for those making 


$330,000 a year. Those 
making over $220,000 a year 
will get hit with a 1% increase. 

That would push Ontario’s 
top marginal rate to 35-43 per 
cent, the highest in the coun- 
try. Clarke says big owners 
need to pay “their fair share,” 
so others can get free health 
coverage and daycare serv- 
ices they currently do not get. 

Ontario’s top 1 per cent of 
earners already pay 26.5 per 
cent of all income tax Pit 
earn just 12 per cent of the 
total income. 

PC Leader Doug Ford has 
warned that as bad as the 
Liberals were, the NDP 
would be “io times worse.” 

Ford is reminding Ontari- 
ans of the Bob Rae govern- 
ment in early 1990s when 
taxes went way up and the 
province lost thousands of 
manufacturing jobs. Rae only 
lasted one term before being 
thrown out. 

“Were not going down that 
road again,” Ford said. 

Last month, RBC warned 
that a “significant” exodus of 
investment capital to the U.S. 
is happening now, especially 


Mississauga-Malton NDP candidate Nikki Clarke and federal NDP leader Jagmeet Singh meet with 


a ae SS 


representatives from Westwood Mall during a campaign stop earlier this month. (Submitted Photo) 


in the energy and clean-tech- 
nology sectors. 

The bank warned the flight 
of capital would be followed 
by aa loss of talent, and intel- 
lectual property. This is due 
in part to tax reform intro- 
duced by the Trump admin- 
istration aimed at attracting 
jobs and investment to that 
country. 

Clarke says it’s not a con- 
cern. She says higher taxes on 
top earners won’t cost jobs 


because, “we’re putting the 
dollars in trades, $53 million 
in manufacturing trades. We 
can build businesses here. 
We're also putting $180 mil- 
lion into infrastructure, so 


where there’s building, there 
are tied she said. 

Clarke also brushed off the 
finding of $1.4 billion mistake 
in the NDP platform. 

“Tt’s costed out,” she said. 
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What to apologize for next, 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


There are clearly times a na- 
tion should apologize for its 
past conduct. 

: rican eeh are, of ae fore 

yy people who are anything but 
perfect. They’re also the prod- 
uct of their times when atti- 


tudes were different, policies 
were often bigoted and the ac- 
tions borne of those attitudes, 
wrong. 

They may have seemed right 
at the time, but in retrospect, 
they were not. 

We have the benefit of hind- 
sight and therefore acknowl- 
edging the mistakes of the past, 
sends a message we won’t re- 
peat them. 

That said, we have in PM 
Justin Trudeau a person who 
appears to take particular sat- 
isfaction in issuing apologies. 

I’ve argued this is less about 
atonement, or coming to terms 
with our past mistakes, than it 
is a calculated strategy to di- 
minish this country in the eyes 
of its citizens. 

It is no different than Barack 
Obama’s ‘apology tour’ follow- 
ing his inauguration during 
which he issued a mea culpa on 
behalf of America to the world. 


These two leaders do not be- 
lieve in their countries. 

As a self-proclaimed ‘Global 
Citizen,’ elitist, Trudeau thinks 
Canada is an anachronistic ex- 
pression of a nation state that 
must ultimately be brought to 
heel, its sovereignty eroded, its 
nationhood crushed to make 
way for the new order. 

He would argue we must do 
this to save the planet while, 
incidentally eae a tiny 
group of elitists like him fabu- 
ae wealthy and all-power- 


He’s allowed to have his 
opinions, but he should’ve 
been honest about it before 
seeking our votes. He knows 
we'd never elect someone with 
those attitudes and therefore 
he keeps them to himself and 
his little cabal...for now. 

It’s not that he hates this 
country; he doesn’t care 
enough about it to feel that 
strongly one way or another. 

He just has a wider agenda 
that isn’t conducive to empow- 
ering us as a nation or a people. 
The truth is, he wants to do the 
opposite of that. 

Instead of boosting our sense 
of national pride like Donald 
Trump is doing in the U.S, 
Trudeau is attempting to per- 
petuate an ongoing sense of 
national shame and regret. 


He knows it’s much harder 
to break down the resistance of 
a country proud of its past, its 
traditions, and its accomplish- 
ments as we Canadians de- 
serve to be. It’s easier to break 
down a country constantly try- 
ing to come to terms with all 
the shameful things it’s done in 
the past. So he focuses on the 
bad, not the good. 

There is purpose behind it, to 
create a national sense of 
moral ambiguity, self-doubt 
and shame in what we are. So 
he spends way more time try- 
ing to tear us down by apolo- 


gizing, and whipping up divi- 
sions based on race, gender, 
sex, class etc. 

When it comes to building 
up national pride, he dishes 
out a few crumbs on Canada 
Day. 

Now you know why he con- 
stantly apologizes for Canada - 
it’s a way of saying we don’t de- 
serve to exist in our present 
sovereign state given we're 
such a bad country. It’s his wa 
of delegitimizing us, of discred- 
iting us, of diminishing us as a 
good and decent nation. 

That may change a bit head- 


Mortgage Time Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 - May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


Mr. Trudeau 


ing into next year’s election 
when he has to put on his fake 
patriotic Canadiana hat for the 
sake of winning another term, 
but the man knows from 
teaching drama class, how to 
pretend. 

It’s vital Canadians see what 
exists behind the mask. It isn’t 
neatly as pretty. 

So in the cheeky interests of 
helping this PM refill his apol- 
ogy dance card, here is a list of 
things to apologize for next. 

How about apologizing to 
India and Canadians of Indian 
descent, not only for the Mr. 
Dressup tour, but for blaming 
that country for an invitation 
extended to convicted Khalis- 
tani terrorist Jaspal Atwal to 
two state events. 

Is it too soon to admit you 
blewit? Ifso, let’s go back four 
decades. How about apologiz- 
ing for papa Pierre Trudeau’s 
mocking pirouette behind the 
Queen’s back in 1977 in Buck- 
ingham Palace. It was a class- 
less, rude, ignorant thing to do. 
Time to apologize while the 
Queen is alive. 

While we're on the subject of 
Pierre, why not apologize to 
western Canada for daddy’s in- 
famous middle finger salute. 

That was aboard a train in 
1982 when an impressionable 
10 year-old Justin learned how 


you deal with uppity western- 
ers. 

When asked about it years 
later, Justin Trudeau blew his 
chance to apologize, “My fa- 
ther had an approach to poli- 
tics that not everyone agreed 
with,” he said. 

Really? So giving people the 
finger is just an ‘approach’ to 
politics? Wrong, Justin, Dad 
was a boorish, elitist, narcissis- 
tic, egomaniac who dismissed 
Canadians who opposed him 
with an obscene gesture. Justin 
should show a tiny a bit of 
class, daddy never had. 

How about apologizing to 
the Canadian people for not 
being honest about what you 
really stand for. How about 
apologizing of running under 
the pretence of believing in this 
country when it’s obvious you 
don’t? 

How about apologizing for 
running for ajob you're grossly 
bas pera or, knowing you 
could get by on nice looks, a bit 
of charm and the family name. 

I won’t hold my breath but 
there are a few ideas for your 
next apology, Mr. Trudeau. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 


May Monteiro 
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Liberal MP denies summer Jobs program applicants 


forced to support abortion 


by Marco Patrone 


A Liberal MP denies his 
government is ramming pro- 
choice views down the 
throats of pro-life Canadians 
looking to access a federal 
jobs program. 

“Nothing is being 
rammed,” said Mississauga- 
Lakeshore MP Sven Spenge- 
mann. “These are public 
dollars being used to create 
unique employment oppor- 
tunities for children. They 
should not be advanced in 
the interest that goes against 
rights and jurisprudence that 
goes against women’s rights. 
That’s all it’s about.” 

Last year, the Trudeau gov- 
ernment added a clause to 
the Canada Summer Jobs 
Program, which requires ap- 
plicants for grants to declare 
their core mandate respects 
“the values underlying the 
Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms,” and goes on 
to specifically mention repro- 
ductive rights, which means 
access to abortions. 

The clause has angered 
faith groups opposed to abor- 
tion and has been con- 


demned as an attack on free- 
dom of speech by civil liber- 
ties associations. 

Spengemann says the 
clause is aimed at preventing 
people from accessing public 
dollars for the purpose of ad- 
vocating for pro-life causes. 

“There had been a handful 
of incidents where the pro- 
gram had been used to hire 
kids to distribute literature 
that fly against public values 
in a broad sense. When we 
use tax dollars we have to 
make sure that kind of thing 
doesn’t happen.” 

A poll by Angus-Reid found 
Canadians are split down the 
middle over whether the 
clause is fair or not. 

However, the pollster also 
found that “in a hypothetical 
scenario where a pro-life or- 
ganization applies for the 
Summer Jobs Grant program 
to subsidize activities unre- 
lated to abortion advocacy, 
three-quarters of Canadians 
(73%) say they should be eli- 
gible for federal funding.” 

Even pro-choice groups 
like the B.C. Civil Liberties 


Association have joined in 
the legal fight against a 
Canada Summer Jobs clause. 
The group says the attesta- 
tion sets a dangerous prece- 
dent where the government 
is trying to compel speech. 

“To say, look, we’re just not 
going to fund any anti-choice 
activities, I don’t think that 
would contravene the consti- 
tution,” said the group’s exec- 
utive director, Josh Paterson. 

“To say we're going to force 
you to mouth these words, or 
to sign this attestation, 
whether or not you believe in 
the words written: that is 
what is problematic.” 

Spengemann says it’s about 
defending a woman’s right to 
decide. “We fiercely defend a 
woman’s right to choose, 
again that’s what this is 
about. It’s about individual 
choice. It’s not about the 
state ramming anything 
down anybody’s throat. It’s 
about a woman’s right to de- 
termine what to do with her 
own body,” he told Peel 
Weekly News. 


RUBBER-DECK com 


Patio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 


On June 7 


Ontario will 
decide 
who will 
run our 
Province 
for the 
next 
4 years! 
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Two dead after violent 
weekend in Peel 


A 19 year-old Mississauga 
man and a 26 year-old 
Brampton man are the Re- 
gion’s tenth and eleventh 
homicides this year. 

Peel police have launched 
two investigations after re- 
sponding to a residence in 
the Winston Churchill Boule- 
vard and Tradewind Drive 
area early Saturday morning, 
and later that evening in the 
Bovaird Drive and Chingua- 
cousy Road area. 

In Mississauga, authorities 
located a victim, Daniel 
Smith, who had been stabbed 
multiple times. Though he 
was rushed to hospital, Smith 
succumbed to his injuries 
later that day. 

Smith was hailed as a hero 
by his friends, who was re- 

ortedly trying to break up a 

ight when the stabbing oc- 
curred. 

“He was helping when no 
one else would and because 
of that he lost his life,” said a 
fundraising page setup on 


GoFundMe by Ray Anthony, 
one of Smith’s friends. 

“T knew him long enough to 
know he was a genuine, good, 
innocent kid who had so 
much potential,” said An- 
thony. 

As of Monday afternoon, 
the fundraiser had amassed 
more than $12,000 of a 
$15,000 fundraising goal. 

In Brampton, paramedics 
located Nasser Abdoulkader, 
who was pronounced dead 
on-scene. 

Police spokesmen say that 
several gunshots were heard 
by residents and that a dark 
coloured vehicle was seen re- 
portedly seen driving away 
on Linderwood Drive just 
after the incident. 

Investigations are continu- 
ing, and witnesses who saw 
anything related to the crime 
are asked to call Peel Police’s 
Homicide and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext 3205. 


Canadian leftist rebukes Trudeau over Venezuelan sanctions 


by Marco Patrone 


Et tu, Justin? 

Canada’s left took a rare 
swipe at PM Justin Trudeau 
over his support for “bully” 
Donald Trump’s sanctions 
against Venezuela. 

Canada joined more than a 
dozen other nations in con- 
demning the recent Venezue- 
lan elections as rigged in favour 
of President Nicolas Maduro. 
Ina statement released on May 
21 by Chrystia Freeland, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
said, “Yesterday’s presidential 
elections in Venezuela are ille- 
gitimate and anti-democratic. 
Both in the run up to yester- 
day’s election and on Election 
Day, the Maduro regime has 
shown itself unwilling to make 
any serious attempt to ensure 
the elections meet interna- 
tional democratic standards of 
freedom and fairness." 

“The Maduro regime has 
once again failed its people by 
restricting Venezuelans’ rights 
and liberty and by preventing 
the free participation of oppo- 
sition parties,” she wrote. 

It was a surprisingly harsh 
rebuke of Venezuela’s socialist 
regime, especially given 
Trudeau's history of showering 
praise on other repressive, to- 
talitarian regimes like those in 
Cuba and China. 

In her column for the 


Toronto Star, Linda McQuaig 
wrote, “Whatever harm Justin 
Trudeau did by parading 
around India in colourful out- 
fits is a nothing-burger com- 
pared to the severe hardship he 
is inflicting on Venezuela.” 

In fact, Canada’s new actions 
will have no impact on the av- 
erage Venezuelan. They in- 
clude a downgrading Canada’s 
diplomatic relationship with 
Venezuela and a ban on formal 
bilateral military cooperation. 

U.S President Donald Trump 
has banned the purchase of 
Venezuelan debt by American 
citizens. 

McQuaig went on to lament, 
“the Obama administration 
targeted individual Venezue- 
lans with sanctions, but the 
Trump administration’s sanc- 
tions are much broader, taking 
punishing aim at the country’s 
entire economy. 

“Sadly, Trudeau is backing 
up the U.S. bully, apparently 
hoping to win a reprieve from 
Trump’s arbitrary trade meas- 
ures — a strategy that seems 
unfair to Venezuela and also 


likely futile.” 
Once a darling of Hollywood 
leftists like Sean Penn, 


Venezuela's socialist govern- 
ment has so badly managed the 
country’s economy it’s people 
are going hungry despite hav- 


ing the world’s largest esti- 
mated oil deposits. 

Even the liberal papers like 
the UK’s Guardian described 
Venezuelan president as a dic- 
tator and are calling for his 
ouster. 

“It has never been clearer 
that Nicolas Maduro — who 
cynically described this week- 
end’s vote as “a triumph of 
democracy” — is a dictator. 
Dozens of countries through- 
out Europe and the Americas 
warned that the fraudulent 
presidential elections should 
not occur and are now refusing 
to recognize the results.” 

McQuaig blamed America 
and Venezuela’s ‘class warfare’ 
for the country’s economic de- 


scent after previous President 
Hugo Chavez nationalized the 
oil industry. 

She championed Chavez as a 
real “populist” who, “unlike 
Donald Trump,” came from 
humble beginnings. 

After his death in 2013, 
Chavez was found to have ac- 
cumulated vast wealth at the 
expense of his impoverished 
country. 

The UK Telegraph reported 
that the socialist strongman 
had “17 country estates, to- 
talling more than 100,000 
acres, in addition to liquid as- 
sets of $550 million U.S stored 
in various international bank 
accounts.” 


Chrystia Freeland (Submitted Photo) 


Two men arrested after attempted 
murder at south Mississauga school 


by Alex Gregory 


12 Division’s Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau is looking into 
an attempted murder incident 
that took place last Wednesday 
at a south Mississauga school. 

Authorities were called to 
Peel Alternative Secondary 
School on Ogden Ave. around 
12:40 p.m. after receiving re- 
ports of an altercation between 
three individuals. When they 
arrived, police separated the 
victim, a 20 year-old male 
from Orilla, from two suspects. 

A short time later, at approx- 
imately 1:15 p.m., the two sus- 
pects were sitting in a vehicle 
and spotted the suspect walk- 
ing through a parking lot at 
Dixie Value Mall, located on 
South Service Rd. 

The two suspects drove into 
and struck the victim with 
their vehicle before fleeing the 
scene. The victim was subse- 
quently rushed to a Toronto 
hospital and underwent emer- 

ency surgery. 
3 The ned aay the two sus- 
pects, 19 year-old Mississauga 
man Benjamin Steinberg-Har- 
rison and 20 year-old Rohit 
Rehal, of no fixed address, vol- 
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untarily turned themselves 
over to police. They appeared 
in Brampton court for a bail 
hearing the following day. 
According to police, a third 
occupant was in the vehicle 
that struck the victim, who is 
described as male Black, ap- 
proximately 20-25 years-old 


with a low-fade haircut. 

12 Division is asking resi- 
dents who may know the occu- 
pant’s identity or have 
additional surveillance video 
or dashcam footage from the 
scene to call (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1233. 


Brampton businessman vies for 
regional council seat 


A Brampton Sports Hall 
of Fame committee mem- 
ber has announced that he 
will be running in the next 
election for a regional coun- 
cil seat. 

Local businessman Mario 
Russo, who also serves on 
the city’s Committee of Ad- 
justment, made the an- 
nouncement Friday 
afternoon, going after the 
seats left vacant by the out- 
going Elaine Moore and 
Grant Gibson. 

Russo said that he was 
running because that the 
job needs someone who can 
“work through tough issues 
and big decisions for (the 


—e- 


Wards) and the future of 
Brampton.” 

Referring to a number of 
friends and associates who 
encouraged him to run, 
Russo said that “our City 
needs someone who is all 
about action and thoughtful 
decisions, including his 
work supporting the imple- 
mentation of the Down- 
town Reimagined plan and 
the push to integrate a uni- 
versity into the city core. 

“They know I have the re- 
sume, the experience, the 
respect for the taxpayer and 
the ability to get results.” 

Russo said that he wants 
to see Council issues de- 


bated in a respectful man- 
ner without councillors re- 
sorting to personal attacks 
on each other. 

He said that he wants to 
hear all opinions from local 
residents at events and in 
the community to help 
make the city a place to in- 
vest and thrive in. 

“T want to hear the good 
and the not so good,” he 
said. “It’s the only way Iam 
going to get a strong man- 
date and marching orders 
for the next four years.” 

The next municipal elec- 
tion takes place on Oct. 22, 
2018. 
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Riding Name Progressive 


Conservative 


Harjit Jaswal 


info@harjitiaswal.ca 


Simmer Sandhu 


Brampton- 
Centre 


Brampton East 


Brampton North | Ripudaman Dhillon 


Brampton South | Prabmeet Sarkaria 


Amarjot Sandhu 
bramptonwestpc 
com 
905-595-1532 


Brampton West 
mail. 


Sylvia Jones 


info@sylviajones.ca 


Dufferin- 
Caledon 


Mississauga Natalia Kusendova 


Centre 


Mississauga Kaleed Rasheed 


East-Cooksville 


Mississauga- Sheref El Sabawy 


Erin Mills 
Mississauga- 
Lakeshore 


Rudy Cuzzetto 


rudycuzzetto@rogers.co 


m 
905-357-4020 


Laila Zarrabi Yan 
lailazarrabiyan@gpo.ca 


Safdar Hussain 
safdarhussain@ontariolib 
eral.ca 

Parminder Singh 
parmindersingh@ontariol 
iberal.ca p.ca 
Harinder Malhi 
harindermalhi@ontariolib 


en ca 
Sukhwant Thethi 
ontarioli 


sukhwantthethi@ontarioli 
Jagroop Singh Julie Guillemet-Ackerman 


beral.ca 
jagroop.singh@ontariondp | juliequillemetackerman@gp 


Vic Dhillon 
ca 0.ca 


Sara Singh 
sara.singh@ontariondp.ca 0.ca 
Gurratan Singh 
Gurratan.singh@ontarond 


Raquel Fronte 
raquelfronte 0.ca 

Pauline Thornham 
paulinethornham@gpo.ca 


vicdhillon@ontarioliberal. 


Bob Gordanier 
bobgordanier@ontariolib 
eral.ca 


Laura Campbell 


lauracampbell 0.ca | 


Basia Krzyzanowski 
basiakrzyzanowski@gpo.ca 


Bobbie Daid 
bobbiedaid@ontarioliber 
al.ca 

Dipika Damerla 
dipikadamerla@ontariolib 
os ca 

Imran Mian 
imranmian@ontariolibera 
l.ca 

Charles Sousa 


charlessousa@ontariolib 


eral.ca 


Laura Kaminker 
Laura.kaminker@ontarion 
dp.ca 


Boris Rosolak 


boris.rosolak@ontariondp. 


ca 


basiakrzyzanowski@gpo.ca 


mee Yuill 
libbyyuill@gpo.ca 


Noah Gould 
noahgould@gpo.ca 


Deepak Anand 


Mississauga- 
647-382-1010 


Malton 
Mississauga- 
Streetsville 


Nina Tangri 


ninatangri@ontariopc.net 
416-720-9519 


Amrit Mangat Nikki Clarke 
amritmangat@ontariolibe | nikki.clarke@ontariondp.c 
ral.ca a 

Bob Delaney 
bobdelane 
al.ca 


Simmy Saini 
simmysaini 0.ca 
Abhijeet Manay 
abhijeetmana 
647-909-2590 


ontarioliber 
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PC CANDIDATE, MISSISSAUGA-LAKESHORE 


| will work to 


Less government waste 


make life easier 


More money in your pocket 


and more affordable 


Helping businesses thrive 


ee ae, 
for Mississauga families. 


Rudy has worked at Ford Motor Campany of Canada rudycuzzetto.ca 
for the past 30 years, mostly as an auditor. 


He is a member of UNIFOR. 
—— 281 Lakeshore Rd. E. 
As a lifelong resident of Mississauga-Lakeshore, 905-357-4020 
where his family's roots run four generations deep. e 
is a passionate advocate for our rudy @rudycuzzetto.ca 
lakefront community. Ej RudyCuzzettoPc 


Rudy has served on the local Ratepayers W @RudyCuzzetto 
Association, Parent Councils, and as property OP rudycuzzetto 
manager at the Mississauga Canoe Club. ¥y 


Aubhoiized bythe (CFO forthe Rudy Cisco Campaign 
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RE-ELECT AS YOUR 
MISSISSAUGA-LAKESHORE MPP 


info@votesousa.ca | 905-486-1740 W@sousacharles Hi /Sousa.Charle 
To donate to Charles’ Campaign Text to 


Please come visit us at 


425 Lakeshore Road East, Mississauga, L5G 1H8 Canada 


Authorized by the CFO of the Mississauga-Lakeshore PLA. 


A message from Charles 


lela 6 
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New condo towers for milestone development to arrive before 2022 


by Alex Gregory 

Mississauga’s condo mar- 
ket is set to get a massive 
boost with the development 
of a new high-rise condo- 
minium community, which 
held its ceremonial ground- 
breaking Monday after- 
noon. 

The M City complex, lo- 
cated near the corner of 
Confederation Parkway and 
Burnhamthorpe Rd., will 
cost an estimarted $1.5 bil- 
lion and see 10 towers built 
across the 15-acre site, 
which is adjacent to Square 
One. 

The groundbreaking was 
heralded by developers and 
city officials as an important 
step in the transformation 
of the city’s skyline, and 
spurring on investment and 
job opportunities. 

Referring to the develop- 
ment as a key part of creat- 
ing a “livable, walkable 


downtown”, Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie her- 
alded the move, stating that 
it was a “key milestone” and 
will help spur a progression 
towards a focused urban 
space. 

The first phase of the proj- 
ect is expected to be com- 
pleted sometime around 
2021/2022, with several 
condo towers coming on- 
line. The final count for the 
site is an estimated 6,500 
units, similar to Amacon’s 
Parkside Village complex, 
which is also located on 
Burnhamthorpe Rd. 

Rogers Real Estate Devel- 
opment engaged New York- 
based Cooper Robertson to 
design the framework for 
the site, which is located 
near Mary Fix Creek. 

The parcel of land being 
used for the project was 
originally purchased by Ted 


Rogers for $170,000 in the 
1960s to be used for a radio 
transmitter. 

Condo units will range in 
price from $200,000 to 
$700,000, which fits into 
the city’s Downtown 21 
strategy and upcoming 
proximity to the Hurontario 
LRT, said Urban Capital 
Property Group planner. 

“It’s going to change Mis- 
sissauga,” said Reeve, who 
pointed out that the trans- 
formation currently taking 
place means that “in five 
years, you won't recognize 
the city.” 

According to a report pub- 
lished by the Ryerson City 
Building Institute, Missis- 
sauga could account for as 
much of 80 per cent of proj- 
ect growth in Peel Region, 
and create as many as 
160,000 new homes, by 
2041. 
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Brampton trailblazers to be honored Council introduces by-law to 


uring “40 Under 40” gala 


Brampton’s best and 
brightest talent will be hon- 
ored during the 2018 Top 
40 Under 40 celebration, 
which takes place next 
month. 

Organized by the Bramp- 
ton Board of Trade, the an- 
nual ceremony honors local 
residents living in Bramp- 
ton who have made waves 


in their respective indus- 
tries, not only being recog- 
nized for their hard work, 
but the impact they've made 
on the local, national and 
even global community. 
Previous recipients of the 
awards included William 
Osler Health Foundation 
chair Kulvir Singh Gill, T by 
Daniel co-founders Renata 


and Daniel Lewis and Festi- 
val of Literary Diversity 
founder Jael Richardson, 
among many others. 

With the support of com- 
mY partners and com- 
mitted volunteers, BBOT 
has made a commitment to 
recognize, mentor, and en- 
courage these individuals to 
reach for greater dreams 
and entrepreneurial goals. 

Tickets for the event are 
$89 each ($59 for mem- 
bers), and are available 
through the BBOT website 
(www.bramptonbot.com/ev 
ents/detalls/top -40-un er- 
40-2758), which takes place 
at the Brampton Golf Club 
(7700 Kennedy Rd). 

A full list of award win- 
ners will be revealed early 
next month. 


protect Mississauga rental units 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga City Council is 
initiating plans to pass a by- 
law that aims to regulate and 
protect rental housing in the 
city. 

The proposed _ by-law, 
which was brought forward 
by the city’s Planning and 
Development Committee on 
Monday, seeks to regulate 
demolition and conversion of 
rental housing that has six or 
more units, in tandem with a 
concentrated push to feature 
more affordable housing de- 
velopments in the area. 

The city has seen a falling 
rental development due to 
hundreds of units either 
being converted to full con- 
dominium suites or being de- 
molished. 

The by-law is a two-year 


pilot project that will protect 
rental units with conversion 
lans and cash-in-lieu contri- 
utions in the event of de- 
molishment. 

In a statement provided 
Monday afternoon, Missis- 
sauga Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie said that the supply of 
rental housing is a key com- 
ponent of the City’s afford- 
able housing _ strategy, 
pointing to the city’s rental 
vacancy rate (0.9%) as being 
a third of the national aver- 
age. 

“Rental housing is an im- 
portant part of a complete 
community, iba 3 a sta- 
ble housing option that en- 
ables people to live, work and 
enjoy the quality of life that 
Mississauga offers... it is cru- 


cial that we do all we can to 
protect the supply of afford- 
able housing in our City. This 
is yet another step we are tak- 
ing to make life more afford- 


able for Mississauga 
residents.” o. 
Rented condominiums, 


second units and social hous- 
ing operated by the Region of 
Peel will be exempt. 

City staff consulted with 
tenants, rental housing own- 
ers, developers and other 
stakeholders earlier this year 
and took their comments into 
account when proposing the 
by-law. 

The by-law is set to be 
brought forward for approval 
by Council in July. 


Meet the candidates here in Peel, check out their ads each week up to June 4. 
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Historical sites in Caledon to 
receive cultural heritage status 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon staff announced 
earlier this week that plans are 
in motion to designate a pair of 
historic properties with an of- 
ficial cate heritage status, 
including a local landmark and 
Victorian Gothic-style farm- 
house. 

The Moffat Schoolhouse (lo- 
cated at 6500 Patterson 
Sideroad) contains a former 
red brick schoolhouse which 
was built in 1900 for School 
Section No. 7 in Albion Town- 
ship. 

The schoolhouse closed in 
1963 and was converted to a 

rivate residence. The local 
andmark has been associated 
with several generations of 
Caledon East area families. 

The Wilson Farmhouse (lo- 
cated at 12701 Hurontario 
Street) contains a stone farm- 
house built circa late 1870s for 
Robert Wilson, the third gen- 
eration of the Wilson family to 
farm the prop pe 

Constructed of Credit Valley 
sandstone, the farmhouse is a 
remarkable example of a High 
Victorian Gothic style rural 
stone dwelling. 


Residents can file a notice of 
objection within the next 
month, together with a state- 
ment of the reasons for the ob- 
jection and all relevant facts. 

If a notice of objection is re- 


ceived, the Council for The 
Corporation of the Town of 
Caledon will refer the matter to 
the Conservation Review 
Board for a hearing and report. 
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Volunteers, police and firefighters honored 
with awards during civic reception 


A group of notable vol- 
unteers, police officers and 
firefighters were honored 
for their years of service 
and heroic deeds during 
the 2018 Civic Reception, 
hosted by the Mississauga 
Real Estate Board and held 
at the Civic Centre. 

Peel Police Constable 
David Lumi was honored 
with the 2018 Police Merit 
Award for his work on 


“Project Warmup’, an ini- 
tiative that caught foreign 
nationals who had been 
charged with multiple 
crimes, while Justin 
Quaidoo took home the 
Firefighter of the Year 
Award. 
“Heroes 


don’t wear 


capes. They wear badges 
and dog tags as they serve 
on the front lines, every 
day,” 


said Lumi, whose 


work nabbed numerous 
criminals who were using 
illegal Visas to commit 
fraud. 

Walter Hayde was post- 
humously awarded The 
honored with the Ronald 
E. Sanderson Community 
Service Award, while long- 
time community advocate 
Douglas Fowles took home 
the coveted Citizen of the 
Year Award. 


Photo by Catherine Soplet 


World Vision receives 
kudos for call centre 


Mississauga-based World 
Vision Canada announced 
Monday that it had received 
the SQM Group's Customer 
Service World Class certifica- 
tion along with a Customer 
Service Best Practice Award, 
recognizing the organiza- 
tion's call centre as providing 
customers with a best-in- 
class experience. 

"Our donors are support- 
ing the world's most vulner- 
able children and _ their 
communities. Our service is 
an extension of their donor 
experience and it is crucial 
they receive unparalleled 
service," said Lisa Moody, di- 
rector of World Vision's Cus- 
tomer Care team. 

"I am delighted our team 
has achieved customer serv- 
ice world class certification 
and the best practice award 
in the omni channel category 
— such great recognition of 
our commitment to respon- 
sively serve our donors. 

SQM's Customer Experi- 


~ LAKESHORE 


ence Awards of Excellence 
are based on surveys with 
customers who have used a 
contact centre and employ- 
ees who work in a contact 
centre. SQM _ benchmarks 
over 500 leading interna- 
tional contact centres on an 
annual basis and has been 
pane cay eased experi- 
ence benchmarking studies 
since ie: SQM conducted 
the benchmarking studies for 
the period of January 1, 2017 
to December 31, 2017. 

World Vision, which has its 
offices on Ambassador Drive, 
is a relief, development and 
advocacy organization work- 
ing to create lasting change 
in the lives of children, fami- 
lies and communities to 
aon poverty and injus- 


The organization says it is 
dedicated to working with 
the world's most vulnerable 
people regardless of religion, 
race, ethnicity or gender. 


Caledon athletes sponsored by Mississauga credit card company 


A group of eight high-per- 
formance athletes recently 
received a sponsorship to 
attend a Caledon triathlon, 
held this past weekend. 

Mississauga-based __In- 
Comm announced their 
partnership with C3, the 
Canadian Cross-Training 
Club, a non-profit organiza- 
tion based in Caledon that 
provides opportunities for 
individuals of all athletic 
abilities to achieve im- 
proved health and personal 
fitness objectives. 

The credit card company 
provided more than 
$40,000 through a two- 
year arrangement, which 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


help support the athletes' 
costs for rigorous training, 
equipment, therapy and 
travel to competitions tak- 
ing them one step closer to 
realizing their athletic ca- 
reer ambitions. 

C3 founder and coach 
Barrie Shepley said that ex- 
cellence in sport takes many 
years to be built and proper 
support for it to become 
strong and_ world-class, 
pointing to the partnership 
as proof as support for local 
athletes. 

"Having spent 35 years 
helping young prospective 
Olympians, I know that the 
biggest hurdles have consis- 


tently been lack of funding 
for athletes who are in their 
development years," said 
Shepley. “The seeds that are 
being planted in our 2018 
workouts will undoubtedly 
generate amazing athletes 
in the years to come, and 
(Vanilla) is a major reason 
why." 

The sponsored athletes in- 
cluded: 

- Kira Gupta-Baltzar, 16, 
triathlete and swimmer 

- Tristen Jones, 17, triath- 
lete and runner 

- Haley Sturrock, 17, 
triathlete and swimmer 

- Cassandra Dalbec, 18, 
runner 


- Nicholas Lambert, 17, 
runner 

- Kristen Marchant, 25, 
triathlete 

- Bob Knuckey, 70, triath- 
lete 

The eight athletes partici- 
pated in this past weekend’s 
18th Annual Caledon C3 Ki- 
netico Kids of Steel & Adult 
Pool Triathlon, which has 
seen more than 15,000 chil- 
dren and adults participate 
over its history. 

InComm Canada general 
manager Felipe Papaleo 
said that the company has 
helped empower several ini- 
tiatives in Canada with the 
intent to foster community 
engagement, teamwork and 
innovation. 

“The C3 partnership offers 
InComm the opportunity to 
be a small part of the amaz- 
ing journey of developing 
young athletes, humbling 
our company while staying 
true to our values," said Pa- 
paleo. 


Swimming Pool — 


& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 


The economic truth of the parties in power 


Bruce 
Marshall 
Vieekhy Column 


I declare my party affilia- 
tion right in my byline. That 
doesn't mean that anyone in 
the party senior leadership 
listens to me. 

If they did — they'd be 
doing a much better job of 
selling the economic side of 
the NDP platform. 

We've heard lots about the 
“cost” of various programs. 
Nobody has been talking 
about the economic benefit 
- or return on investment. 

To be sure — there is a 
LOT of economic benefit 
from the programs being 
being put forward by the 
NDP. 

Take the affordable day- 
care program: Wherever 
such programs exist — 
they've proved a boon to the 
economy. People (typically 
women) who couldn't afford 
to go out to work — now can. 
They produce now, in the 
economy. They probably no 
longer draw various types of 
government assistance. And 
these people are now paying 
taxes. 

Win-win-win — all around 
for the people, government 
and our economy as a 
whole. 
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Everyone characterized 
taxes as a Static thing. But if 
there's more economic ac- 
tivity — there are more taxes 
ean on that activity. The 

oost to the economy pro- 
duces more tax revenue — 
without actually raising 
taxes. 

So one way to raise more 
government revenue — is to 
boost economic activity. 
Nobody ever talks about 
this. 

The pharmacare program 
is another economic pro- 
gram. For years as it's been 
discussed, it's been identi- 


fied that a pharmacare pro- 
gram reduces overall drug 
costs. Period. 

We buy in bulk, collec- 
tively. Sure, there's a “cost” 
to it — but it's a lesser cost 
than we were all paying out 
of our pocket individually. 

Dental care — how's that 
an “economic” program? 
This way: if dental care is 
covered, people will get 
dental care earlier. Their 
dental issue won't be de- 
layed because they can't af- 
ford to go to the dentist. 

Dental health affects over- 
all health. When dental 
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health is ignored — and 
things get worse — that costs 
more money. And it could 
spill over into overall health 
— which then is covered 
under our overall health 
care. 

Countries that have dental 
programs find that it con- 
tributes to overall better 
health — and less cost to the 
health care system. 

We invest in these pro- 
grams. And there's terrific 
return on investment out of 
them, historically. 

Probably the most impor- 
tant plank on the NDP plat- 


form has to do with getting 
our hospitals back up and 
running. We have spent 
years gutting health-care. It 
started with the Tories and 
the Liberals have done little 
to improve it. 

The only way we're going 
to improve this is to re-in- 
vest in health-care where 
we've gutted it. I don't know 
what the return on invest- 
ment is there, but maybe 
that will just add up to more 
convenience — thus less 
time waiting around for pa- 
tients and families. 

You only have to speak to 
someone who has had a 
brush with the health-care 
system to know how we're 
being failed by under-fund- 
ing. 

What is the real economic 
record of all the parties? In 
2011, the Progressive Eco- 
nomic Forum did an analy- 
sis of Canadian parties in 
power. They found that 
NDP governments had a 
balanced budget for half 
their years in power. It was 
a record that beat both the 
Conservatives and Liberals. 

“These results may be sur- 
prising to some: they show 
that NDP governments have 
the best fiscal record of all 
political parties,” stated the 
study. 

So — that's the real eco- 


Reflections on a former Brampton 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Former Mayor Susan Fennell 
has been repeatedly asked any 
time she uses social media, or 
whenever she’s attending an 
event, “Are you running for 
Mayor in 2018?” - and her an- 
swer has always been a re- 
sounding “no”. 

While talking to her on her 
65th birthday on May 22, she 
reaffirmed how proud she was 
to be the first and longest-run- 
ning female politician to take 
the office of Mayor in the City 
of Brampton, 

Susan was often referred to 
as “The People’s Mayor”, at- 
tending not only to her Coun- 
cil, administrative 
responsibilities and economic 
development responsibilities, 
but also tirelessly supporting 
countless people, organiza- 
tions, seniors, community 
groups, faith groups, sports 
and arts groups. Her positive 
energy was always put to work 
boosting Brampton. 

Susan was first elected to 
Council in 1988 serving one 
term as a City Councillor, and 
three as a Regional Councillor. 


In 2000, Susan ran for and was 
elected Mayor, serving four 
terms in both that role and 
Chief Magistrate. 

Under her leadership, 
Brampton became debt free in 
2002 and adopted Master 
Plans for Finance, Strategic 
Planning, and Community 
Services. 

While serving as Mayor, 
Susan also delivered the first 
new recreation facilities in over 
a decade, including the Bramp- 
ton Soccer Centre, Cassie 
Campbell Community Centre, 
Gore Meadows Community 
Centre, Brampton Seniors’ 
Flower City Centre, and in- 
sisted on the upgrade and ren- 
ovation of many existing 
recreation centres, including 
Ken Giles Gymnastic Centre, 
Chris Gibson Recreation Cen- 
tre and a completely rebuilt 
Century Gardens, all delivered 
without debt. 

Susan also presided over the 
modernization of the city’s pre- 
mier family space, Chingua- 
cousy Park. 

The modernization included 


new lush gardens, new and 
modernized facilities such as 
the ski chalet, boathouse, and 
curling club, tennis facility, 
football stadium, beach volley- 
ball field and skateboard facil- 
Ity. 
Having achieved the well- 
earned reputation of being 
“Brampton’s Transit Mayor”, 
Susan’s vision for a dramati- 
cally expanded public transit 
system became a reality, after 
el pa lobbying at both the 
ederal and provincial levels of 
government was finally re- 
warded with matching grants 
of $200 million (split between 
the federal and provincial gov- 
ernments). 

With this unprecedented 
funding, Brampton launched 
an expanded transit system 
and its now famous ZUM 
Brampton Rapid Transit lines, 
resulting in the highest year- 
over-year increases in transit 
usage in Ontario to this day (at 
approximately 12% per year). 

Brampton was also recog- 
nized as an International Safe 
community by the World 


Health Organization in 2007 
and again in 2012. Only 10 
cities in North America have 
achieved this accreditation. 

During Susan’s administra- 
tion, the city was also recog- 
nized as a’s an Employer of 
Choice. An unprecedented 25+ 
properties were also desig- 
nated under the Ontario Her- 
itage Act, a 100% increase over 
the previous 20 years. In fact, 
early in Susan’s first term as 
Mayor, she was instrumental 
in stopping the sale and demo- 
lition of the Chisholm Estate, 
Alderlea’s most significant his- 
toric residential building. 

Susan lead Council to pur- 
chase Alderlea and it was Fully 
restored. The Estate is now a 
premier meeting and event fa- 
cility in historic downtown 
Brampton. 

Constantly advocating for 
federal and provincial funding 
to support Brampton’s needs, 
Susan was elected to the Feder- 
ation of Canadian Municipali- 
ties and served on_ its 
Executive, chaired the Ontario 
Caucus and served on the Big 


City Mayors’ Caucus of Canada 
and the Large Urban Mayors’ 
Caucus of Ontario. 

Her remarkable eight-term 
political career came to an 
abrupt end in 2014 at the 
hands of political opponents 
and as a result of a prolonged 
“smear campaign” marked by 
false accusations, innuendo, 
baseless accusations of wrong- 
doing, and relentless bullying 
bya Eicon of her council that 
continued into the next term of 
Council. 

Despite all accusations being 
formally investigated, proven 
false and baseless, and dis- 
missed, Susan’s bid for office in 
2014 was unsuccessful. 

In May 2018, under pressure 
from members of the Bramp- 
ton community to run again, 
Susan announced her name 
would not be on the Ballot for 
Mayor. Susan served two terms 
as a Governor of Sheridan Col- 
lege and was a major supporter 
of its transition to a University 
in Brampton. 

She has served on the 
Brampton Hydro One Board 


nomic truth of the parties 
in-power... The NDP are the 
fiscal champions. The Con- 
servatives placed third. 

Recently, too, a former 
Chair of TD Bank, Don 
Drummond, said the best 
economic plan is the NDP 
plan. The worst — is the 
Tory plan — or non-plan. 

So there's the facts. The 
hard economics of what's 
being offered. We're a little 
more than a week out to 
election day. Don't take my 
word for it. Look at the pro- 
grams — then look at how 
they've performed econom- 
ically. 

The problem isn't that 
there are different ideas in 
this election. The problem is 
that there are different real- 
ities. The PCs’ unfounded 
beliefs just don't line up 
with the hard facts and 
sound economics offered by 
the NDP. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


Mayor 


and was Vice Chair of Peel Po- 
lice Service’s Board. 

Susan has been recognized 
for her dedication and involve- 
ment in Brampton with the 
Canada 125 Medal, and both 
the Queen Elizabeth II Gold 
and Diamond Jubilee Medals, 
as well as being honored by 
Scouts Canada with the Lord 
Baden Powell Medal. The Ro- 
tary Club made Susan a Paul 
Harris Fellow, and Susan was 
awarded the Zonta Club 
Woman of Achievement in the 
year 2000. 

Susan continues to be a 
much sought-after public 
speaker. While still in office, 
her most memorable speaking 
occasions were representing 
Canada at a special Govern- 
ment Communication study at 
Harvard University and as 
Guest Speaker at the Microsoft 
Annual Convention in Atlanta. 

Susan and her husband John 
celebrated 40 years of marriage 
in 2017. They have raised two 
sons, Michael and Joseph. 
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Rose unveils season plans at splashy launch party 


by Alex Gregory 


Branding itself as a venue 
where “speakers come and 
show your their hearts”, a 
variety of performers ush- 
ered in the Rose Theatre’s 
2019 arts season last Thurs- 
day during a splashy open- 
ing reception and 
performance. 

The launch event, the first 
for artistic director Brendan 
Healy at the Rose, brought a 
variety of musical acts to the 
stage for a sneak preview of 
the upcoming season, in- 
cluding Jackie Robinson, 
Exco Levi, Bageshree Vaze 
and the Jazz Mechanics. 

“We are so proud to be 
sharing this season with 
you,” Healy said at the start 
of the show. “We want to 
catch as much of the vi- 
brancy and excitement of the 
city as we could with this 
year’s lineup. 

Among other performers, 
the Rose will play host to a 
number of major interna- 
tional acts, including Don 
MacLean (American Pie) 
and Dennis DeYoung, who 
will perform the entirety of 
the classic S album 
“Grand Illusion” during a 
special 4oth anniversary 
performance. 

Local artists, including su- 


perstar rapper Kardinall Off- 
ishall, Levi, Raine Maida and 
Chantal Kreviazuk and more 
will also be featured 
throughout the 2019 season, 
which runs through Apr. 28. 

“The chance to see all these 
storytellers onstage is a fan- 
tastic thing,” said Aboriginal 
Elder Cat Criger, who per- 
formed a traditional 
“smudging” ceremony prior 
to the show. Criger heralded 
the Rose as bringing a wide 
assortment of multicultural 
talent to the local area, not- 
ing that performers have the 
chance to play their hearts 
out for audiences. 

Criger’s sentiments were 
shared by Jackie Richard- 
son, who made a surprise 
performance and_ brought 
the house down with rendi- 
tions of Gnarls Barkley’s 
“Crazy” and a preview of her 
upcoming show “Hymn to 
Freedom”. 

os back to this stage 
is an absolute joy,” she said. 

The upcoming season will 
also play host to a number of 
workshops and events de- 
signed to cultivate local tal- 
ent, via the “This is 
Brampton” initiative, where 
artists and organizations will 
be able to showcase their 


works in partnership with 
numerous curators. 

Other selections featured 
this season will include the 
sixth annual Caribbean 
Music Entertainment 
Awards, which take over the 
Rose on Sept. 23 with an as- 
sortment of the best 
Caribbean and Latin-Ameri- 
can performances from 
around the world. 

Exco Levi will take the 
stage with a soulful perform- 
ance on Sept. 29, followed by 
Kardinall Offishall (perform- 
ing with local rapper Alx 
Valiz) on Oct. 5. 

ou (Mar. 19 & 20, 2019): 
Brampton native Trey An- 
thony, author of ‘da Kink in 
my hair, brings an emo- 
tional and raw look into fam- 
ily dynamics, trust, 
resolution and change with 
How Black Mothers Say I 
Love You, which debuts on 
Mar. 19 and 20, 2019. This 

lay’s peformance will be the 

rst helmed in Brampton. 

Amjad Ali Khan (Apr. 13, 
2019): World-renowned 
master musician Amjad Ali 
Khan, who is credited with 
reinventing the technique of 
playing the sarod, a stringed 
instrument prominent in 
Hindustani music, takes the 


The 


stage on Apr. 13, 2019, and 
will perform selections from 
his distinguished career, 
which spans more than six 
decades and earned him nu- 
merous accolades, including 
a Grammy nomination. 

Kevin Nealon, best known 
as a cast member on Satur- 
day Night Live, will bringing 
his stand-up act to the Rose 
to close out the season on 
Apr. 28, 2019. 

The Rose’s 2018-19 season 
will also feature a number of 
special events and perform- 


QS; m 


ances encompassing ethnic 
celebrations, concerts and 
much more. 

The theatre will partner 
with Brampton’s Flower City 
Bhangra to host the Flower 
City Bhangra Competition, 
the largest of its kind in 
North America, on Aug. 4. 

The Rose Orchestra will 
celebrate its eighth season 
with a series of five perform- 
ances to be held from Oct - 
Apr. next year, led by new 
conductor Oliver Balaburski. 

The theatre has also 
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launched a new Membership 
program. For those who to 
purchase tickets to multiple 
shows (3 or more), the the- 
atre has also launched a 
membership program that 
will offer additional benefits 
and a reduced ticket rate. 
More details about the pro- 
gram will be available in fall 
2018. 

For more information or to 
purchase _ tickets, visit 
www.rosetheatre.ca or the 
box office (1 Theatre Lane), 
or call (905) 874-2800. 


LAC launches new season with “a pulse on global entertainers” 


Welcome 
to the 
2018 — 2019 


@ason Launch 


Award-winning plays, 
energetic dance troupes 
and tribute bands were 
just some of the acts re- 
vealed during the Living 


Arts Cen- 
tre’s official season launch, 
held Tuesday night. 

Focusing on the “pulse 
of global entertainers,” 


"7 


@ 


LAC CEO Natalie 


Lue 
showcased the upcoming 
season for a packed house 
in Hammerson Hall, and 
said that the talent for the 


upcoming year represents 
the best in music, dance, 
spectacle, comedy and the- 
atre. 

“It is definitely a sea- 
son worth celebrating,” 
Lue said, pointing to the 
dynamic and accessible fa- 
cility that has hosted cre- 
ative works of all kinds 
and will showcase several 
marquee acts this year, in- 
cluding two-time Grammy 
winner Lisa Fischer, the 
high-flying Cirque Eloize: 
Saloon, Led Zeppelin trib- 
ute band Get the Led Out 
and Indigenous Juno- 
award winners A Tribe 
Called Red. 

The launch event also 
included a presentation of 
the winners of the Ron 
Lenyk Inspiring Youth 
Arts Awards, including 


Mississauga Youth Poet 
Laureate Pujita Verma, 13 
year-old Chinese Zither 
performer Selena Xu, jazz 
composer Mason Victoria 
and artist Sereen Aziz. 

The LAC will also be 
partnering with a number 
of local music groups, in- 
cluding ARRA Arts, the 
Canadian Arabic Orches- 
tra, and the Mississauga 
Symphony Orchestra to 
stage several symphonic 
works. 

“You don’t have to go 
outside the city for your 
performing arts needs ... 
it’s all here,” said MSO 
conductor Denis Mas- 
tromonaco, whose troupe 
will be staging a live 
scored performance of La 
Bohéme in Feb. 2019. 

During the launch, 


supporters of the centre’s 
Arts for Life patron pro- 
gram also thanked the as- 
sembled crowd for their 
continued support of the 
arts. 

“Supporters make 
dreams become reality,” 
said patron Diane Labelle- 
Davey, who pointed out 
how artists had a dedi- 
cated venue in which to 
pursue their art forms. 

The new season of per- 
formances goes on sale to 
the public this coming 
Monday (June 4), with 
discounts available for 
purchases of multiple 
shows. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.livingartscentre.ca. 
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Long-time volunteers honored during 
Kawanis Brampton event 


The Kiwanis Club of 
Brampton presented the 
George W. Harley Award for 
Outstanding Community 
Volunteerism to Ger 
Young during its annual Vol- 
unteer Recognition Awards 
Dinner held Iast week 

Young, who has served on 
the committee at the 


Kennedy Road Tabernacle 
helping teens and single 
mothers get vital items, was 


honoring his volunteer ef- 
forts. 

The non-profit organiza- 
tion Regeneration Outreach 
Community, which serves 
homeless and less-fortunate 
residents living in the area, 
with a $1,500 cheque for 
nominating Young. 

Also recognized with cer- 
tificates were nominees 
John Masterson and Don 
Smith. Masterson has been a 


of East York since 2009, 
while Smith has been a vol- 
unteer with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Peel for 47 years. 
The event included a 
keynote address from 
Brampton and _ Caledon 
Community Foundation 
board member Maria Britto, 
along with a performance by 
Khalen Moodie-Powell, a 
Grade 10 vocal major at St. 
Roch Catholic Secondary 


member of the Kiwanis Club = School. 


presente 


with a plaque 


ja, a, 1 a 
(L-R) Outstanding Community Volunteerism award winner Gerry Young, Brampton Councillor Jeff 
Bowman, Brampton and Caledon Community Foundation board member Maria Britto, Kiwanis Club 
of East York member John Masterson and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel volunteer Don Smith. 
(Photos by Tom Allain) 
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Seva Spark 2018 


Py ¢ 


4 


More than $100,000 was raised to feed needy residents in Peel Region during Seva Food Bank’s 
annual fundraising gala, “Seva Spark”, held Friday night at the Embassy Grand Convention Cen- 
tre. The event included dinner, live entertainment and award presentations to committed volun- 
teers throughout the community. 

The food bank, which operates two locations in Mississauga, will use proceeds from the event to 
help support the construction of a new educational food kitchen to teach local residents about 
making healthy, cost-effective meals. (Photos by COL Films) 
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Waterfront Festival promises summer fun with 


social focus 
by Alex Gregory 


The 22nd annual Missis- 
sauga Waterfront Festival 
kicks off in two weeks with 
more live entertainment, 
more activities for the whole 
family - and a larger social 
impact helping less-fortunate 
children in the city. 

The three-day festival, 
which attracted more than 
70,000 visitors last year, an- 
nounced their plans for the 
weekend event Carns a 
splashy press conference held 
on May 28 at Aielli Ris- 
torante. 

MWFE chairperson Patri- 
cia Anderson said that the 
event, which runs from June 
15 - 17, will highlight a greater 
pool of youth talent and ex- 
pend their activities, which 

ave helped it become one of 
the province’s Top 100 Festi- 


S. 
“To see how far the festi- 
val has come since it started 
22 years ago is incredible,” 
she said, pointing to the 
Sponsor a Child Program, 
which supported more than 
6,000 less-fortunate children 
that attended last year’s event 
for free. 
The festival is often the 
highlight of the kids’ sum- 


mer. Anderson pointed to 
more than 25 social service 
agencies throughout Peel and 
gga that help organ- 
ize the efforts, and said that 
this year’s program is slated 
to be bigger than ever. 

Anderson’s sentiments 
were shared by Community 
Living Mississauga manager 
Brett Paveling, who said the 
festival makes a world of dif- 
ference in the lives of children 
who normally don’t get the 
same kinds of opportunities. 

“Having a festival that 
supports giving everyone the 
same Oa makes all 
the difference in the lives of 
these children,” Paveling 
said. 

This year’s festival will in- 
clude a wide assortment of 
activities and live performers, 
including a new Sci-Tech 
Dome featuring 3D printing, 
robot building and gaming 
activities; the “President’s 
Choice Superdogs” live show 
and the chance to meet local 
TV personalities from Paw 
Patrol and the hit film Hotel 
Transylvania, alongside 
mainstay events like the 
“Credit Goes Country” slate 
on June 16 and 17 and the 


Rockin’ River Revue on June 
15. 

The festival’s longevity 
has been astonishing to see, 
said Metalworks Institute 
founder Gil Moore, who 
chairs the festival’s sponsor- 
ship program for aspiring 
artists. 

Moore pointed to the sta- 
ble of young talent in the fes- 
tival as proof of its growth 
and how it has increased sup- 
port from the community. 

The level of talent and en- 
thusiasm has been incredible 
to see,” he said. 


Y 


The festival has become 
an integral part of the sum- 
mer season, said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“We have become known 
as a festival city... and we cer- 
tainly know how to put on a 
great show,” she aa 

Admission is free for the 
festival, which runs from 6 - 
11 p.m. on Friday, June 15, 
11:30 a.m. - 11 p.m. on Satur- 
day, June 16 and 11:30 a.m. - 
6 p.m. on Sunday, June 17. 

For more information, 
visit www.themwf.com or call 
(905) 891-0002. 


Photo by Curtis Underwood 


Summer season opens 
at local spray pads 


In light of the recent 
warm temperature hitting 
the City in waves, the City 
of Mississauga has opened 
18 new spray pads for resi- 
dents looking to beat the 
heat. 

The anitehisas spray 
pads officially opened on 
May 12, a few weeks ahead 
of schedule in order the 
combat the oncoming 


harsh summer heat. 

The spray pads are free to 
the public and begin oper- 
ation at 9 a.m. every day, all 
summer long (with the ex- 


ception of Lakefront Prom- 
enade Marina Park, which 
opens at 10 a.m.). 

A selection of spray pad 
sites have also opened 
throughout Brampton and 
Caledon, including the 
Century Gardens Recre- 
ation Centre, Creditview 
Sandalwood Park, Gage 
Park, Balmoral Recreation 
Centre and Caledon 
East/R.J.A. Potts Memo- 
rial Park. 

For more information on 
spray pads near you, visit 
www.eparks.ca. 


Caledon kicks off Tourism 
Week with flag-raising 


City staff in Caledon and 
Headwaters Tourism kicked 
off the beginning of Tourism 
Week on Monday morning 
with a special flag-raising cer- 
emony designed to promote 
the Town’s local economy and 
make it clear that the area is a 
distinctive destination. 

Tourism Week, which runs 
through this Saturday (June 
2), will see the Town taking 
part in a number of activities 
and initiatives to spur visitors 
to come to the area, including 
the launch of a Visitor’s Guide 
which was distributed to 
75,000 last week, a revised 
version of the “Explore Cale- 


don” brochure featuring up- 
dated maps highlighting nat- 
ural trails and hiking areas, 
and the launch of a summer 
challenge that will increase 
audience engagement by en- 
couraging them to visit local 
vacation spots. 

“Caledon is an absolutely 
essential partner for us in 
driving tourism to the area,” 
said | Headwaters CEO 
Michele Harris, whose senti- 
ments were shared by Good- 
lot Farmstead Brewing 
Company co-founder Gail 
Winters. 

“There’s so much going on 
now in (the Town),” said Win- 


ters, noting that the brewing 
company is featured in the 
guide. “We and other local 
businesses are creating more 
than products; it’s about the 
great experiences.” 

Later this month, the Town 
will host its weekend-long 
Cheers Caledon! and Caledon 
Day celebrations, featuring 
live performances by Juno- 
award winning — singer 
Matthew Good and other 
artists, free entertainment 
and activities, craft beer sam- 
ples and much more. 

The Caledon Visitors’ Guide 
can be accessed online at 
headwaters.ca/caledon. 


Peel Board hosts celebration honouring 
students enacting change 


by Curtis Underwood 


Students, staff, and dele- 
gates from across the region 
gathered at Sandalwood 
Heights Secondary School on 
Tuesday as a part of the Peel 
board's JustAsk celebration, 
an evening to recognize the 
work of students who explore 
local school issues and pur- 
sue change. 

American politician, at- 
torney, and advocate Bakari 
Sellers delivered a keynote 
speech addressing an array of 
inspirational stories on the 
topic of overcoming chal- 
lenges throughout his career 
as a Black politician. 

The event supported an 
initiative that involved stu- 
dents in the development of 


their local schools. 

"In March, students went 
through a change process, 
where they found one or two 
things that they could have 
an impact on and bring equi- 
table change to in their 
school buildings through 
just, effective and measura- 
ble commitments to action,” 
said JustAsk committee chair 
and Sandalwood vice-prein- 
cipal David Badovinac, not- 
ing that each group received 
$1,000 to implement their 
projects. "It's important to 
empower students and am- 
plify their voices at a young 
age," he said. 

Students had the oppor- 
tunity to showcase their work 


with classmates, staff, and 
administrators from across 
the Peel board. A few of the 
featured groups included the 
We Rise Student Committee, 
who worked to create a sus- 
tainable line of communica- 
tion with the board's We Rise 
Together Advisory Commit- 
tee in order for students 
voices to be heard, as well as 
Sandalwood Heights’ Girls' 
Leadership Program, estab- 
lished to develop leadership 
skills while promoting a pos- 
itive school environment. 

With the development of 
a new generation of young 
leaders, the JustAsk initiative 
set out to bring together 
these groups of extraordinary 
students, teachers, and ad- 
ministrators in order to drive 
action through a unique 
model of Investment, In- 
volvement, Evolvement and 
Expansion. 

The event will help facili- 
tate the empowerment of stu- 
dents in order to ensure their 
voice is heard and give stu- 
dents the opportunity to 
bring change to their com- 
munities, said Badovinac. 
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Peel farmers’ markets high- 
lighted in new online directory 


This summer, it’s time 
to eat local. 

The 2018 edition of 
Grown in Peel, which col- 
lects information on farms 
and farmers’ markets 
throughout Peel, is now 
available to view online, giv- 
ing residents a thorough on- 
line directory to access 
throughout the summer. 

The guide promotes 
local agriculture and plays a 
role in connecting produc- 
ers with consumers by list- 
ing local produce farms and 
farmers’ markets through- 
out Brampton, Caledon and 
Mississauga. 

It is also intended as a 
way to help local residents 
connect to the farmers and 
farm families who produce 
their food, as well as the 
land where the food is 
grown. 

When Peel Region was 
first settled in the 1800s, it 
was primarily forested land 


with fertile soils. Once the 
land was cleared, settlers 
were able to grow a bounti- 
ful supply of food. 

The farmers were even- 
tually able to produce 
enough to sell to larger mar- 
kets, including the villages 
of Bolton, Brampton and 
Streetsville, as well as 
neighbouring Toronto. 

Over time, many farm- 
ers specialized in grain 
crops or livestock while oth- 
ers chose unique specialties 
for local and international 
export. 

The region's dairy and 
horse breeding operations 


and commercial green- 
houses became internation- 
ally renowned. 


For more information 
on the Grown in Peel guide, 
and to see the listing of 
farms and farmers’ markets, 
visit peelregion.ca/plan- 
ning/gip. 
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Youth art creations to be show- 
cased during VAM celebration 


Students throughout Mis- 
sissauga will showcase a selec- 
tion of their works at an 
upcoming art exhibition this 
weekend. 

Visual Arts Mississauga 
(VAM) will host the Children 
and Teens’ Spring Art Celebra- 
tion this Saturday and Sunday 
(June 2 -3), featuring a num- 
ber of creative works designed 
by youths age 6-18. 

The event presents an op- 
portunity for children to pres- 
ent their work to a much 
broader audience and cele- 
brate their artistic accomplish- 
ments, said VAM arts program 
manager Lisa Robinson. 

“Children are such natural 
artists,” she said. “It’s always a 
beautiful show and a wonder- 
ful chance to bring families and 
friends together to celebrate 
the artistic accomplishments of 
our youth.” 

Aseries of awards will also 


be voted on by the participants’ 


family and friends, with the 
first, second and third place 
winners receiving special 
prizes from Curry’s Artist Ma- 
terials, along with a special 
complimentary admission to 
VAM’s Summer Teen’s Art 
Course or Kids’ Summer Art 
Camp for the grand prize win- 
ner. 

Aselection of free art- 
making activities will also be 
held on both days of the ex- 
hibiton, with residents of all 
ages invited to participate. 

The exhibition runs from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. on both Saturday 
and Sunday at VAM’s studios, 
located at the Riverwood Con- 
servancy (4170 Riverwood 
Park Lane). 

The art activities will run 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Satur- 
day and 12 - 3:30 p.m. on Sun- 
day. For more information, call 
(905)-277-4313 or _ visit 
visualartsmississauga.com. 


Health and Wellness - Dealing with Grief 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Grief is an emotion felt with 
a loss through death, with- 
drawal or endings. 

We mostly attribute grief 
with death but we go through 
ee in many ways and every 

ay in smaller amounts. 

Every day comes with a loss 
of something — even feelings. 
We get a day older. Someone 
we know or famous dies. We 
lose a job or situation. A re- 
lationship dies or changes 
completely. 

The three greatest stressors 
are relationships, jobs or 
sicknesses. Relationships will 
come and go so many times 
in our lives. Our parents and 
older relatives will eventually 
die and then we are the older 
generation. 

We lose our former posi- 
tioning — schooling, working 
life, status and then parent- 
ing and we develop into a 
senior. People separate and 
lose their partners. Each of 
these happenings are felt as 
strongly as we feel their 
value. If we are close within a 
relationship, it is excruciating 
and when not as close, it is 
less. 

We survive, but it does 
leave a mark on us. It helps to 


make us survive easier the 
next time, but not always. 
These are our connections. 
Our jobs are varied as we go 
through life. We work 
through our early years and 
then find or live tired h our 
jobs to make our living. 
Companies or _ businesses 
come and go and we move 


on. 

We feel the loss of a “place 
to be” within our lives. Our 
second home is usually our 9- 
5 job and so are our relation- 
ships there. We spend a lot of 
time and effort there. We feel 
at a loss of not having some- 
where to go which was “nor- 
mal” in our day. Now that 
isn’t there. 

Retirement is the same 
whether it is by choice or not. 
Our lives lose our “normal” 
existence. 

Sickness or medical condi- 
tions are another source of 
loss. We aren’t as well any- 
more or not physically fit as 
we were. We feel at a loss de- 
pending on the severity of it. 

Sometimes it is temporary, 
but it still leaves a mark. We 
have to adapt. It is difficult to 
know how to live with stric- 
ture. In time, we learn. 


This is all about changes 
and changes happen every 
day. Change is what makes 
our lives what it is and then 
how we let grief affect us. 

We cannot help it, but we 
can learn from it. What was, 
isn’t. Love alters us but we 
can’t control it. Life keeps 
going on whether we want it 
to or not. So, change after 
change md nae 

Death is the greatest grief. 
Friends we have known are 
gone. Relatives we grew up 
with are no longer here. Sib- 
lings die before us and we are 
left with the emptiness. Fa- 
mous people die sometimes 
in their prime when_ they 
have so much more to do. 

Death — is it better to know 
when it is time or that it hap- 

ens quickly? Is it better to 

ave a life end without warn- 
ing or to have people go 
through the many pre-death 
stages like pain and debilita- 
tion? How do we know the 
answer? 

A_ child dies. Everyone 
thinks children shouldn't die 
before their parents. We 
think they should survive and 
we feel they will be here long 
after we leave. How does it 


cer that a child dies? 
hy does a child die before 
us? 

I know this feeling. I had 3 
children and my middle older 
son died. His life stopped. 
His brother’s and sister’s lives 
didn’t. They married and had 
children. They continued 
their lives. He didn’t. 

A wife or husband dies. Is 
it more acceptable if they sep- 
arate and their relationship 
dies or live with the death of 
a life’s partner? 

It leaves an empty space 
where they once were. It 


stops their couple-ness. They 
eat alone.Go to bed alone. 
The change is overwhelming. 
They may try to fill the void, 
but it isn’t the same. They 
need to adapt, but it isn’t the 
same. 

A pet dies. Maybe not all 
ce e are close to their pets 

ut most are. This is felt as 
closely as a close loved one. 

The ready greeting; the 
knowing you are all they want 
to have; the perfection they 
see within you; and the ready 
love are all there. All they 
need is their food and exer- 


cise and a place beside you. 
They are always ready to give 
you love in the most innocent 


bee 

rief — how do we go on 
but we do. Loss is part of life 
because life is a cycle. Some- 
thing needs to change or die 
to begin anew. It strengthens 
us with the hardship. It also 
gives us a reason to live what 
we love. It is the life you live 
like you are dying each day 
because a are. It is just 
part of life. 
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OPP Partners with CSBC for 
Safe Boating Week 


Ontario Provincial Police 
held a community safety blitz 
to acknowledge Boating Week 
earlier this month in Caledon. 

Boating fatalities on OPP- 
patrolled waterways reached 
an eight-year high in 2017, 
with 31 people dying last year 
compared to 23 deaths in 
2016. 

Falling overboard was the 
lead contributing factor both 
years, but the outcome could 
have been different for the 42 
victims who were found not 
wearing (or not properly 
wearing) a personal floatation 
device. 

With the launch of Safe 
Boating Week, the OPP part- 
nered with the Canadian Safe 


Boating Council to promote 
safety on the water. 

Boat operators and pas- 
sengers heading out on the 
water in any type of water- 
craft should be mindful of the 
following: 

-Wear a personal floata- 
tion device or lifejacket 

- Don't operate any water- 
craft while impaired 

- Obtain relevant licenc- 
ing 

- Ensure you have all the 
required safety equipment 

- Ensure your watercraft 
is water ready 

- Be wary of the dangers 
of cold water immersion (es- 
pecially this time of year) 
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Mississauga celebrates launch of new 
Pollinator-friendly Garden 


by Curtis Underwood 


With winter weather 
quickly turning to sunshine, 
the time has come to cele- 
brate the warm weather and 
the beauty of nature with 
pollinator-friendly gardens. 

On Tuesday, Mississauga 
city councillors, dignitaries 
and Parks and Forestry rep- 
resentatives gathered to cel- 
ebrate the creation of a new 
pollinator-friendly garden 
in Streetsville, dubbed the 
Streetsville Pollinator Gar- 
den Showcase. 

Funded by the Scotts Mir- 
acle-Gro's GRO1000 grant, 
which provided the city with 
$18,000 to build pollinator- 
friendly gardens last month, 
the launch tied in with the 
company’s 150th Anniver- 
sary for Scotts Miracle-Gro. 

The event celebrated the 
years of support the group 
had provided for the cre- 
ation of over 1,000 commu- 
nity gardens and green 
spaces throughout 
GRO1000. 

Hosted at Streetsville Vil- 
lage Hall, the event featured 
several community booths, 
various family-friendly ac- 


tivities for all ages and was 
concluded by an official cer- 
emony. 


The new _ pollinator- 


friendly garden is just one of 


three new pollinator gar- 
dens being installed in Mis- 
sissauga. 

Two other pollinator gar- 
dens are set to be installed 


{) 


at Dr. Martin L. Dobkin 
Community Park and Port 
Credit Library later this 
year. 


GardenFest approaching fast in Caledon 


by Alex Gregory 


The 11th annual Gar- 
denFest is coming up fast 
in Caledon. _ ; 

Local residents will 
once again indulge their 
“sreen thumbs” durin 
the annual festival, whic 
takes from July 7-8 at the 
Plant Paradise Country 
Gardens. 

Festival, visitors will 
learn new ideas and get 
planting inspiration dur- 
ing the annual festival, 


which, will include free 
botanical guided tours 
helmed by co-owner and 
local author Lorraine 
Roberts (A Recipe _ for 
Continuous Bloom, Spec- 
tacular Plant Combina- 
tions for the Perennial 
Garden). 

Roberts will share 
garden tips and design 
techniques she has used 
in the process of creating 
the gardens, which were 


awarded by the Canadian 
Garden Council as last 
year’s Destination Gar- 
den Centre of the Year. 
Admission is free, but 
registration for one of the 
tours is required. Two 
tours will be held on each 
day, and will run from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Food an 
refreshments will be 
served during the tour. 
Visitors can also walk 
the trails at the gardens 


= =a 


and purchase _hard-to- 
find plant species at the 
gardens’ on-site shop. 
Plant Paradise Gar- 
dens is located at 16258 
Humber Station Road. 

_ For more informa- 
tion, visit plantparadisec- 
ountrygardens.ca/garde 
nfest-plant-paradise- 
country-gardens-cale- 
don. 
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Peel Matters - On Volunteers and Vetting 


by Catherine Soplet 


Volunteers encompass a 
spectrum of ability that 
ranges from gold nuggets to 
mere dust. 

Some volunteers are sur- 
prising finds - while others 
seem to miss the bus. 

The word ‘volunteer’ has 
its origins dating back to 
the year 1600, and it first 
appeared in print in 1637. 

According to 
Dictionary.com, the word 
derives from the Middle 
French noun “voluntaire”, 
and draws extra meaning 
from its Latin roots. It 
means "of one's free will, for 
military service." 

The passion to engage ina 
cause 1s captured in a quote 
attributed to Julius Caesar, 
in his war campaign to 
cross the Rubicon. 

Caesar said, “It is easier to 
find men who will volunteer 
to die, than to find those 
who are willing to endure 
pain with patience.” 

Enduring pain out on the 
campaign trail can be a very 
tough hustle. 

Seasoned campaign man- 
agers have to be resolute in 


the cost to both resources 
and manpower in order to 
establish territory in sign 
wars. 

The bustle of the election 
is a compelling juxtaposi- 
tion to the year-end dinners 
currently being held by civic 
service clubs, with protocol 
and measure and ceremony 
for the annual awards to 
recognize volunteers. 

Stalwart senior club 
members with 30, 40 and 
even 50 years of service 

rab a few hours in the first 

eat of late spring to relax 
and enjoy dressing up for a 
sit-down dinner. 

At a recent dinner, I saw 
how old friends welcomed 
new comrades, while long- 
time service club members 
recognized promising stu- 
dents for their scholarship 
and musical talent. 

In attending the Kiwanis 
Club of Brampton’s annual 
awards dinner, I revisited 
the moment as a teenager 
when I enjoyed the spot- 
light as a musician finalist 
at the Kiwanis Music Festi- 
val. 


VOLUNTEER MBC'S 
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The Kiwanis Club of 
Brampton was founded in 
1957, and is a chapter of Ki- 
wanis International. Kiwa- 
nis is dedicated to changing 
the world one child and one 
community at a time. 

The Brampton club has 
been instrumental in estab- 
lishing programs and activ- 
ities that later evolved into 
Brampton Caledon Com- 
munity Living and Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters of 
Peel. 

Maria Britto, long-time 
Kiwanis member and a for- 
mer President of the 
Brampton club, delivered a 
keynote speech that was in- 
spired by the life work of 
her grandmother. 

As a pioneer in Bangalore, 
India Britta’s grandmother 
become one of the first 
women to study and qualify 
as a physician. 

Subsequently, her grand- 
mother was prevented by 
societal convention from 
performing surgeries unless 
accompanied by a qualified 
male surgeon. 


Britto's grandfather 


better tomorrow 
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stepped up to the plate as a 
state-qualified surgeon who 
could supervise the activi- 
ties of his enthusiastic wife. 
As aresult, Britto's grand- 
mother was able to under- 
take pro bono surgeries for 
children in the care of 
Mother Theresa before mis- 
sion work took the Saint 
into the slums of Calcutta. 
A habit of Britto's grand- 
mother was to ensure that 
every week a posse of her 
family members would 
serve food to the needy 
under Mother Theresa's 


care. 

Maria found the experi- 
ence to be uplifting. And 
simple. 

"People forget themselves 
as they do things that others 
will always remember." she 
said. 

I heard another message 
that night: "Lest we forget." 

The vetting of certain 
electoral candidates in the 
Region of Peel has helped to 
draw a line between those 
whose campaign service 
embraces voluntary contri- 
bution on behalf of others, 


versus arcane postures and 
disinterest to understand 
the symbolic relevance of a 
poppy to Canadians. 

In drawing the line, we 
head_back to the drawing 
board. Vet your candidates, 
and vote for the one which 
will best represent your 
view. 

As in the Battle of Vimy, 
which took place just one 
hundred years ago, there is 
a richness to stories since 
that time. We remember 
them. 


(L-R) Kiwanis Club of East York member John Masterson, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel volunteer 
Don Smith and 2018 Volunteer Award winner Gerry Smith pose at the Kiwanis Club of Brampton’s 


annual dinner on May 25, 2018. (Photo by Tom Allain) 


Environmental Commissioner set to 
speak at Caledon “lunch and learn” event 


Next month, the Town of 
Caledon will host a lunch- 
eon event featuring a 
keynote speech from Dr. 
Dianne Saxe, the Environ- 
mental Commissioner of 
Ontario (ECO) 

Saxe, who is_ rated 
among the top 25 environ- 
mental lawyers in the 


world, will discuss the 
province’s environmental 
performance and progress 
towards climate change 
action. 

Town staff will also pro- 
vide an update on the 


Town’s Climate Change ac- 
tivities as it moves forward 
on updating its Commu- 
nity Climate Change Ac- 
tion Plan. 

“We're very excited and 

lucky to have Dr. Saxe 
spend some time with us,” 
said Mayor Allan Thomp- 
son in a statement Tues- 
day. 
“T look forward to learn- 
ing more about the science 
behind climate change and 
what can be done by local 
municipalities to help ad- 
dress it.” 


A brief question and an- 
swer period will provide 
guests the opportunity to 
ask questions, and have 
their voice heard. The 
event is free, and commu- 
nity members are encour- 
aged to attend. 

The event will take place 
on June 19 at the Albion 
Bolton Community Centre 
(150 Queen St. S.). Doors 
will open at 11:30 a.m. 

Space is limited for the 
event. Participants are 
asked to register online at 
caledon.ca/environment. 
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Triathlon Season is Open - Celebrating the Success of the 
18th Annual Caledon C3 Triathlon 


by David Robinson 


After a long winter, it is 
always a good sign that 
summer is here when 
the triathlon races start 
springing up all over 
southern Ontario. 

The 18th annual Kids 
of Steel C3 Triathlon, 
presented by Vanilla 
Prepaid, went off last 
weekend and was a big 
success. 

Vanilla Prepaid is a 
new sponsor in the sport 
of triathlon. The brand is 
owned by Incomm, a 
Mississauga-based pay- 
ment solutions com- 
pany. The company 
supported the event by 
helping local triathletes 
with their race expenses 
and equipment. 

Over 500 people par- 
ticipated in this years 
from age 3 to 70. Many 
were new participants to 
the sport, while others 
have been participating 
for many years. 

The race was originally 
conceived by Barrie She- 
pley, a _ long-time 
Triathlon Coach and TV 
commentator, as a way 


to honor the Gold medal 
performance of Simon 


Whitfield back in Sydney 
in 2000. 
Since then, over 


10,000 people have par- 
ticipated in the annual 
event. 

The event went off at 
the Mayfield Community 
centre, located just off 
Airport Road in Caledon. 

The event included a 
pool swim followed by a 
sprint cycle and short 
run around the commu- 
nity. 

The overall winners 
were 25 year-old Jessie 
the Elf, of Hamilton, in 
the men’s pro division 
and 16 year-old Kira 
Gupta-Baltazar, of 
Vaughan, in the 
women’s pro event. 

These two budding 
young triathletes are 
considered by many to 
be among our top Cana- 
dian hopefuls leading up 
the next Olympics in 
Tokyo in 2020. 

Both these incredible 
athletes have interesting 
stories. 


Jessie the Elf, formerly 
Ben Sayles, was a prom- 
ising athlete growing up. 
He dabbled in hockey, 
soccer and diving. 

When a high school 
friend dared him to com- 
plete a mini triathlon, 
the rest was history. The 
finishers medal he re- 
ceived got him hooked 
as an accomplishment 
and he was well on his 
way. However, his love 
affair with Christmas 
elves led him to officially 
change his name from 
Ben Sayles to Jessie The 
Elf. 

To complete the transi- 
tion, he underwent a 
five-hour operation to 
have the tips of his ears 
morphed to a point. 

Jessie’s training part- 
ner is a dog named 
Hunter Buxbaum, a 
Hungarian Viszla. He re- 
cently set a Guinness 
World Record for the 
fastest 5k with a dog, 
with a time of 16:57. 

Kira Gupta-Baltazar 
has been at the elite level 
in high school swimming 


for several years before 
switching over to 
triathlon. 

She was recognized by 
Triathlon Ontario as the 
female under 15 last year 
and is currently ranked 
508 in the world by In- 
ternational Triathlon 
Union. 

Vanilla Prepaid will 
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also be providing free 
prepaid cards to local 
triathletes and some 
cash donations to help 
with travel and race ex- 
penses. 


Dave Robinson is a 37 
year Mississauga resi- 
dent with a passion for 
a variety oF sports in- 
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cluding, hockey, skiing, 
snowshoeing, triathlon, 
golf and windsurfing. 


When he is not writing 
about sports, he can be 
found running _ the 
Credit River trails or 
riding his bike out to- 
ward Milton. 


Major Series Lacrosse Season Gets Underway 


by Brendan Lang 


Major series lacrosse got un- 
derway this week, as the 
ante Excelsiors played 
out their first game of the 
young season. They were on 
the road facing the Coburg Ko- 
diaks. 

The game was close right up 
until the final buzzer. With the 
score tied after regulation, 
overtime was needed. Once 
overtime was completed, the 
score was still deadlocked at 
12. That is where the game 
would end, as their first con- 
test of the season will go down 
in the record books as a tie. 

Their next matchup will see 
them travel to Peterborough as 


they play tomorrow at 8 p.m. 

Over in Junior A, the 
Brampton Excelsiors played 
twice. They were victorious 
both times out this week, beat- 
ing Whitby 10-6 on May 25 
and Kitchener-Waterloo 9-6 
on May 27. 

They will return home for 
their next game, as they take 
on Kitchener-Waterloo for a 
second time at the Century 
gardens on June 1 with an 
8:30 start time. 

In Junior B, the Brampton 
Excelsiors’ losing — streak 
moved up to three games after 
losing back to back games to 
the Kahnawake Hunters (18-7) 


and the Akwesasne Indians 
(16-8). 

They will look to get their 
selves back into the win col- 
umn during their next game 
on June 2 at 7 p.m. in Chris 
Gibson Arena. 

On the other hand, the Mis- 
sissauga Tomahawks have 
pushed their record back to 
.500 after winning two of three 
this week. 

Their first win was onMay 
23, where they narrowly edged 
the Orillia Kings 10-7. Missis- 
sauga’s second game was 
played against the red hot Ak- 
wesasne Indians, where they 
were blown out 22-8 on Satur- 


day. 

However, they would end 
their week off with a win as 
they won another close contest 
11-10 against Kahnawake on 
May 27. 

They will look to start a new 
win streak tonight when they 
play the Halton Hills Bulldogs 
at 8 p.m. in Port Credit Arena. 

Finally, the Junior C Cale- 
don Bandits had very little in 
the way of offense the entire 
week scoring a total of three 
goals over two games. 

The Bandits lost on Saturday 
to Six Nations 19-1 and Sunday 
to Wilmot 16-2. 
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